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Social Annotation Isn’t a New Fad…

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0360131506000455

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S109675161100056
X



Why Should We Use It?

Studies about social annotation showed:
• Novak et al. (2012)

• Increased participation and engagement (Lebow and Lick, 2004, LeeTiernan and Grudin, 2001, as cited in Wu-Yuin et al., 
2007)

• Improved comprehension and peer-critique skills (Archibald, 2010, Johnson et al., 2010, Mendenhall 
and Author, 2010)

• Annotations themselves serve as additional content (Kawase et al., 2009)

• Law et al. (2020) – language learning contexts
• “Enhanced co-constructed meaning making, pragmalinguistic and 

sociopragmatic awareness, and competence in instructional contexts (Mroz, 2012; 
Mroz, 2015; Abrams, 2013; Halenko, 2017)” [language learning contexts]

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S109675161100056X
https://scholarspace.manoa.hawaii.edu/server/api/core/bitstreams/c52e330f-d419-44c1-9667-69819daf7f4e/content


Why Should We Consider It?

BENEFITS FOR INSTRUCTORS:
• Encourage student reading prior to class
• Inform instruction - Identify areas of confusion or need 

for additional resources
• Learn more about students as student connect personally 

with readings and share that connection



Social Annotation Tools

More comprehensive list available at
https://ecomma.coerll.utexas.edu/social-reading-tools/



Using Perusall in 
Introductory Statistics



Context of Our Presentation

• Mid-size lecture courses (n=20)
• Graduate introductory statistics course taken by social science 

students (Education and Health Sciences programs)
• Online asynchronous course and In-person course
• Used Perusall for four reading activities across 15 weeks
• Required activity:

• 4 reading assignments covering specific statistics topics within 
Perusall (sampling scheme, choosing mean or median to 
represent a dataset, non-normal data, hypothesis testing)

• Responding to four prompts embedded throughout reading



Technical Implementation

• Seamless integration of 
Perusall into the Canvas 
course site (Canvas LTI 1.1)



Technical Implementation

• Aligning reading materials with 
the Perusall platform

• Add as an assignment
• Arrange by assignment 

number
• Set up deadlines



Providing Student Support



Providing Student Support



Pedagogical Considerations

• Instruction intervention timing
• Purposefully not intervened except for urgent cases
• Provided some suggestions based on student-generated content in a weekly 

assignment feedback email and announcement post



Pedagogical Considerations
• Prompt questions formulation

• Three prompts placed in strategic places throughout readings

• One reflective prompt at end of reading



Example of Student Interaction in Perusall



Reporting/Analytics 



Interested in Using Perusall?



Perusall Resources

• Website

• YouTube channel
• Student introduction video

https://www.perusall.com/
https://www.youtube.com/@perusallapp
https://youtu.be/1_gR6E3dE-c


Feature: AI-Generated Prompts



Feature: Variety of Formats



Feature: Accessibility



Resources for Using Social Annotation

• UT Austin: Social Reading Lesson Planning Guide
• Cornell Univ. Center for Teaching Innovation - Social Annotation Tips
• DePaul Teaching Commons - Social Annotation
• Duke Univ. - Integrating Social Annotation into Your Course: What 

Tool is Right for You?
• Princeton Univ. - Social Annotations Page

https://ecomma.coerll.utexas.edu/wp-content/uploads/Social-reading-lesson-planning-guide-eComma.pdf
https://teaching.cornell.edu/learning-technologies/collaboration-tools/social-annotation/social-annotation-tips
https://resources.depaul.edu/teaching-commons/teaching-guides/technology/Pages/social-annotation.aspx
https://learninginnovation.duke.edu/blog/2021/01/integrating-social-annotation-into-your-course-what-tool-is-right-for-you/
https://learninginnovation.duke.edu/blog/2021/01/integrating-social-annotation-into-your-course-what-tool-is-right-for-you/
https://canvas.princeton.edu/social-annotations


THANK YOU!!!

Contact us with questions…

Leigh Harrell-Williams, Ph.D.
Leigh.Williams@memphis.edu
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